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David L. Burgess

Public Service Commission


Governor Roy E. Barnes appointed David Burgess to fill a vacant Commission seat on April 8, 1999. His appointment is one of several “firsts.” Commissioner Burgess is the first African-American person to serve on the vital utility board; the first former PSC staff member to hold a Commission seat; and according to a “PSC Historian,” the first Georgia Tech graduate on the Commission. He was elected to a full six-year term in November 2000. He served as Chairman of the Commission in 2002. Commissioner Burgess is the only African-American statewide elected Public Service Commissioner in the nation.

 
He graduated from Georgia Tech in 1981 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Electrical Engineering. Commissioner Burgess served as a member of the PSC staff for 17 years. He began as public utilities engineer, rose through the ranks in six years to become the Commission’s Director of Rates and Tariffs; and served as the Director of the Commission’s Telecommunications Unit for two years prior to his appointment. He has effectively resolved various electric, gas and telecommunications issues during his tenure at the Commission. Commissioner Burgess is recognized nationally as an expert in telecommunications policy. He also continues to lead the Commission’s efforts to establish a natural gas consumer education plan and since the winter of 2001 has provided over $35 million in assistance to senior citizens and other persons on fixed income to help them pay their natural gas bills. 

Commissioner Burgess currently serves as the Chairman of the Commission’s Telecommunications Committee, member of the Georgia Utilities Facility Protection Act Advisory Committee, and the Advisory Board of the Georgia Center for Advanced Telecommunications Technology (GCATT). Commissioner Burgess was recently selected to be inducted into the 2006 Class of the Georgia Tech Alumni Engineering Hall of Fame. He is also a recipient of the 2006 Catalyst Award from the Atlanta Business League. 

An Atlanta native, Commissioner Burgess and his wife Phyllis have two daughters, Crystal and Christina. He is Superintendent of Sunday School and Vice-Chairman of the Steward Board at Turner Monumental African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

